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The problem 

The fragmentation of disciplines and societal 
domains creates... 
 
• separated knowledge systems and sometimes 

incompatible rationales;  
• ignorance and misunderstandings; and 
• untapped innovation spaces of solution finding 

for complex environmental and societal 
problems. 



What can individual scientists 
do to enhance science-practice 
exchange and interdisciplinary 
collaboration? 

The CCES Winter School “Science 
Meets Practice” provides guidance in 
form of an intensive transferrable skills 
course for PhD candidates and Postdocs 
 
What does that guidance involve?  
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The CCES Winter School “Science 
Meets Practice”… 
1. enhances the awareness for 

different knowledge systems and 
forms of knowledge; 

2. creates room for reflection on the 
role of science in society; 

3. helps identifying positions and 
relations of scientists and their 
research questions within systems 
of relevant disciplines and 
stakeholders;  4 
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The CCES Winter School “Science Meets Practice”… 

4. conveys concepts, methods and 
tools to create and manage 
enabling science-practice 
interfaces; 

5. offers media training and writing 
exercises; 

6. provides test fields for real 
stakeholder interactions. 
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How participants and stakeholders 
perceive it… 
• “The whole flow of the program was just an incredible 

experience not only intellectually but most of all 
because of the fun we had throughout.” 

• “It was wonderful to experience the high level of 
motivation among students and lecturers. Their 
willingness to work together in order to improve how 
we relate to society was outstanding.” 

• “The stakeholder workshop was beyond my 
expectations. We will try to use the gained insights in 
our municipality.” 
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Products: Video and newsflash 2013 
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Take a look into the working context and learning process of the Winter School participants 
2013. Video: http://www.cces.ethz.ch/winterschool/video  

Newsflash on “stakeholder constellation” technique 
http://www.cces.ethz.ch/winterschool/pws/2013/Newsflash_
2013  
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https://edit.ethz.ch/cces/winterschool/pws/2013/Newsflash_2013
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Apply for the CCES Winter School 
“Science Meets Practice” 2014 

• Call for applications now open  
• Online application at 

http://www.cces.ethz.ch/winter
school/coming_winter_school  

• Application deadline: 
September 30, 2013 
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• The CCES Winter School is an initiative of CCES (www.cces.ethz.ch/) 

• CCES is an inter-institutional center of excellence for multi-, inter- und 
transdisciplinary research for environment and sustainability between 
the Swiss federal technical universities (ETHs) and the four national 
research institutes Eawag, WSL, PSI, Empa, all part of the ETH Domain 

• CCES fosters long-term institutional cooperation and increases the 
visibility of environmental research 

• CCES promotes dialogue and networking between stakeholders outside 
the scientific community and the implementation of research results in 
practice 

• CCES develops and distributes educational programs about 
environmental and sustainability issues in cooperation with partners 

CCES partners, goals, and activities 

http://www.cces.ethz.ch/


Contact details and links 
Contact: 
Dr. Claudia Zingerli 
Coordinator CCES Winter School “Science Meets Practice”, ETH Zurich 
Email: claudia.zingerli@usys.ethz.ch; LinkedIn: http://www.linkedin.com/pub/dr-
claudia-zingerli/22/76a/39a  
 
Links:  
• CCES Winter School www.cces.ethz.ch/winterschool  
• Competence Center Environment & Sustainability of the ETH Domain 

www.cces.ethz.ch 
• The Transdiscplinarity Laboratory, USYS TdLab, ETH Zurich 

www.tdlab.usys.ethz.ch 
 

Digital poster prepared for the First Global Conference on Research Integration and 
Implementation, http://www.i2sconference.org/ , 8-11 September 2013 
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